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VOLUNTEERING IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA � ECONOMIC VALUE 
Statement by Minister for Seniors and Volunteering 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West � Minister for Seniors and Volunteering) [3.32 pm]: I take this 
opportunity to highlight to members that this week we celebrate National Volunteer Week. In recognition of this, 
yesterday I officially launched the report titled �The Economic Value of Volunteering in Western Australia�.  

Volunteering has an economic value that is sometimes forgotten or that we as a community may not fully 
recognise. Volunteering was worth an estimated $2.7 billion to Western Australia in 1992, growing to a 
staggering $6.6 billion in 2006. This takes into account the value of both formal and informal volunteering, 
travel time and other volunteer inputs such as communications. From the formal daily volunteering that occurs 
within organisations to the more informal volunteering that happens between family and friends, solid research 
needed to be conducted to better understand its economic value in the state.  

Acknowledged expert Dr Duncan Ironmonger from the University of Melbourne was commissioned to conduct 
research on behalf of the Department for Communities to better understand the economic value of volunteering 
in our state. Dr Ironmonger has prepared similar reports for Victoria, South Australia and Queensland.  

It is expected that Western Australia will see continued growth in the economic value of volunteering. It is 
vitally important that we place a dollar figure on the practice as it emphasises to government and policymakers 
that voluntary work makes a significant contribution to the Western Australian community. In brief, the report 
shows that almost four in 10 Western Australian adults volunteered through an organisation in 2006. This is a 
rise from around one quarter in 1995. In addition, volunteers provided a volume of work equivalent to 99 300 
jobs in 1992, rising to 145 600 jobs in 2006. This is equivalent to an additional 13.4 per cent of the number of 
paid people employed in the state in 1992 and a slight increase to 13.6 per cent in 2006. The report is very 
comprehensive and includes the dollar value of both formal and informal volunteering. It also measures regional 
and metropolitan contributions, as well as looking at involvement by age and gender. Copies of the full report 
are available on the Department for Communities website.  

I look forward to seeing how this research will help better inform and strengthen the thinking related to new 
policy development and programs delivered to assist volunteers in Western Australia. I urge all members of 
Parliament this week or in the next couple of weeks to meet with volunteers in their electorates to formally thank 
them in recognition of our wonderful volunteers. I encourage all members to read the report, as volunteering 
touches communities everywhere and at all levels. I seek leave to table the report �The Economic Value of 
Volunteering in Western Australia�. 
Leave granted.  
[See paper 730.] 
Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


